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TRANSFER PATHWAY GUIDE 
2023-2024 

 

Associate in Arts to  
Bachelor of Arts in Communication Studies 

 
 

Overview 
Completion of the following curriculum will satisfy the requirements for an Associate in Arts (AA) at a 
Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) institution and leads to the Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) in Communication Studies at Northern Kentucky University (NKU). 
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of 2.0, earn a C- or better in all major and minor courses, and meet all prerequisites for courses and 
requirements for the major. Students must complete a focus or minor as indicated on the pathway.  
 
General Transfer Information 
Students must complete the online application to NKU. There is no application fee for students who are 
transferring from a KCTCS institution. 
 
KCTCS Scholars Award: Students who are KY residents transferring directly from a KCTCS institution with 
at least 36 hours from that institution and minimum GPA of 3.0, were never enrolled as a degree-
seeking student at NKU, and will be enrolled in at least 12 credit hours both fall and spring semester are 
eligible for a limited number of $2,500 annual scholarships ($1,250 per fall and spring). Students must 
gain admission to NKU by June 15 for fall and November 1 for spring to be eligible for a possible 
scholarship. Online accelerated programs are not eligible for the KCTCS Scholars Award.  
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KCTCS 
Course 

Course or Category Credits 
NKU 

Course 
Completed 

 Total Associate Degree Hours 61   

Degree Requirement: One course must be selected from the KCTCS identified cultural competence 
course list in the KCTCS catalog.  
 
Students in the Gateway2NKU, MCTC2NKU and Jefferson2NKU programs may choose to use their 
electives to take NKU courses toward the major. Students should work with their NKU advisor before 
enrolling in these courses. 
 

Northern Kentucky University 

Category 4: NKU Major Requirements for Communication Studies 

NKU Course Course Credits 
KCTCS 
Course 

Taken at 
KCTCS 

CMST 101 OR 
CMST 110 

Public Speaking OR 
Introduction to Communication Studies 

3 COM 181 x 

CMST 220 Interpersonal Communication 3 COM 252 x 

CMST 230 Small Group Communication 3 COM 281 x 

CMST 300 Research Methods in Communication Studies 3   

CMST 303 Organizational Communication 3   

CMST 310 or 
CMST 340 or  
CMST 410 

Argumentation 
Strategies of Persuasion 
Rhetorical Theory and Criticism 

3 COM 287 x 

CMST 355 Culture and Communication 3 COM 254 x 

CMST 370 Advanced Public Speaking 3   

CMST 430 Communication Theories 3   

TBS XXX Two 300/400 Level CMST courses 6   

TBS XXX One CMST, EMB, HCOM, JOU, DFX, POP, PRE 
or 400/500-leve COM course 

3   

TBS XXX Professional Skills Course 3 TBD XXX x 

TBS XXX Professional Skills Course 3 TBD XXX x 

 Subtotal Major Credit Hours at NKU  21   

 Subtotal Major Credit Hours at KCTCS 21   

 Total Major Credit Hours 42   

 
Below is the list of courses you may choose from for professional skills courses. 
 
Category 5: NKU Professional Skills Course Options 

NKU Course Course Credits 
KCTCS 
Course 

Taken at 
KCTCS 

ENG 340 Business Writing 3 ENG 103  

ENG 347 Technical Writing 3 ENG 204  

ENG 349 Web Writing for the Professions 3   

JOU 220 News Writing 3 JOU 204  

BIS 101 Fundamentals of Business Computing 3 CIT 105  
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