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WBruce Lunsford •74 
contributed $1 million 
to Chase College of 

Law to establish and support the W. 
Bruce Lunsford Academy for Law, 
Business + Technology. Lunsford is 
chairman and CEO of Lunsford 
Capital, LLC, a private investment 
company headquartered in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

The W. Bruce Lunsford Academy 
for Law, Business + Technology will 
be an honors immersion program 
operated by the NKU Chase Law + 
Informatics Institute. The focus of 
the program will be to develop 
•Renaissance lawyersŽ for the 
Information Age. The Lunsford 
Academy will provide students with 
the technological, “nancial, and 
professional skill sets essential to the 
modern practice of law.  Through the 
program•s technology-driven, 
skills-based curriculum, students 
will acquire the fundamental skills 
that will make them more productive 
for their clients, more attractive to 
employers, and better prepared to 
practice law upon graduation.

Professor Jon Garon, director of 
the Institute, said the development of 
the Lunsford Academy is the next 
step in the evolution of legal 
education. •In addition to a solid 
foundation in legal doctrine, theory, 
and practice, law students need 
business education, information 
technology and intellectual property 

knowledge, and law practice 
management experience,Ž he said. 
•These skills will enable students to 
compete in today•s highly networked, 
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•Most of the students at that time 
held full-time jobs,Ž said Lunsford. 
•There were police of“cers, judges• 
assistants, paralegals, and many 
others. I was a CPA working for an 
accounting “rm. I really had my 
work cut out for me. 

•I was a hard worker growing up, 
and I probably got my 
entrepreneurial instincts being a 
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FEATURE

learned the Uniform Commercial 
Code. Little did I know the impact 
the Uniform Commercial Code 
would have on my career when I 
became an entrepreneur; it became 
very important.Ž 

Lunsford•s tax professor was a tax 
lawyer, and Lunsford was a tax 
accountant. •He was dealing more 
with theory, and I was dealing more 
with pencil and paper and tax 
returns,Ž said Lunsford. •There was a 
change in law at that time, and 
during class, he interpreted the law. I 
had just completed a tax return 
which dealt with this issue, and I 
thought he was wrong. I reluctantly 
said that I did not agree with his 
interpretation, and he was stunned 
that a law student would question his 
interpretation.  He said, •No, I•m 
pretty sure I•m right,• but he got this 

whimsical look on his face and said, 
•Let me look at that again.• At the 
next class he said, •You know, I read 
that over again and I think you are 
correct.• I never forgot that because I 
learned that if you think you are 
right, you have to say it, no matter 
who you work for. That was pretty 
important to me, and on top of that, I 
got the book award in tax.Ž 

Professor Maurice Wolf taught 
Lunsford•s Corporate Law class. •He 
had one of the most successful 
practices in Chicago, he had been 
counsel for Sears, and I thought he 
was incredible,Ž said Lunsford. •He 
taught us all the practical stuff.Ž  For 
example, •he told us a story about his 
clients who made bath cleaner. The 
client had no money, so Professor 
Wolf decided that he would take an 
ownership interest in their company. 

They wound up selling it to a big 
company. Likewise, I asked people to 
take stock in the early days of our 
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•I got lucky breaks along the way, 
and you have to get lucky,Ž said 
Lunsford. •I took some risks, but if I 
hadn•t had the law degree, none of it 
would have been possible. I would 
not have had any of those chances, 
and I would not have gotten to do the 
things in life that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed, including the horse 
business and the movie business. 
Even politics, for me, was a labor of 
love. I would have liked to have won, 
but I made it a contest and it was a 
great experience. My law degree gave 
me all that; I couldn•t have done it 
without it.

•I believe in the kind of 
opportunity that Chase students are 
going to get from the new program,Ž 
said Lunsford. •It will give these 
students an edge, and the early edge 
is important. I had an early edge 

when I graduated because lawyers at 
Keating had gotten to know me at 
Alexander Grant. A couple of the 
lawyers were impressed with me, and 
that•s how I got the job. 

•If you graduate from law school 
and you have a technology 
background and business sense, you 
have a broader understanding of 
what your law degree can help you 
do,Ž said Lunsford. •It can help you 
become general counsel of a 
business. It can help you run your 
own law practice. It can help you 
network on Facebook or Twitter, or 
whatever it takes to build clientele. 

•I look at Chase as an entrepre-
neurial opportunity,Ž said Lunsford. 
•I•m coming from a healthcare 
background, where we built a small 
company that became a big company. 
We could compete with the big guys 

because we were nimble. With its 
innovative programs, Chase will 
develop students who are nimble as 
well, and they will be able to do more 
when they graduate. They are going 
to have an edge.Ž 
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Northern Kentucky University 
President Geoffrey S. Mearns 
has Unique Perspective on 
Legal Education and the Legal 
Profession

Northern Kentucky 
University President 
Geoffrey S. Mearns, a 

former law school dean, professor of 
law, federal prosecutor, and 
practicing attorney, has a unique 
perspective on legal education, the 
legal profession, and the importance 
of NKU Chase College of Law to the 
university.

Prior to being named NKU•s “fth 
president in August 2012, Mearns 
was provost and senior vice president 
for academic affairs at Cleveland 
State University, and before that, he 

spent four and a half years as dean 
and professor of law at CSU•s 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. 
During his tenure as Cleveland-
Marshall•s dean, he was actively 
engaged in fundraising for the law 
school, helping to enhance its 
scholarship pool and overseeing an 
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Chase was a trailblazer

Mearns considers a law school to be a 
great asset for a comprehensive 
university like NKU, and he feels that 
the reputation of the law school is a 
driver of the university•s reputation. 
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opportunity. I wouldn•t be here today 
as the president of Northern 
Kentucky University without the 
legal training I received both in 
school and as a practicing lawyer.Ž 

Mearns also believes that a legal 
education will continue to be a 
signi“cant bene“t to students, 
regardless of what they choose to do 
when they graduate. •I think what 
may have to change for law graduates 
is their expectations about how 
readily available jobs will be when 
they graduate. For many of us, when 
we were graduating 20 or 30 years 
ago, we just assumed that if we went 
to a good law school and did well, 
there would be jobs readily available 
for us. That is changing.Ž

Mearns recognizes how 
important it is for students to 
develop a network of relationships. 
•Networking has to begin on 
the day they arrive on campus for 

orientation. Everyone they meet … 
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Susan J. Court •80
Named Outstanding Chase Alumna by 
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The Honorable Michelle M. Keller ’90
Chase College of Law’s first Justice on the Supreme 
Court of Kentucky

On April 3, 2013, the Honorable 
Michelle M. Keller •90 was 
appointed by Governor Steven 

L. Beshear to serve as Justice on the 
Supreme Court of Kentucky. Justice 
Keller is the “rst NKU Chase College of 
Law graduate to serve on the Court. She 
was appointed to “ll the unexpired term 
of Justice Wil Schroder, who retired in 
January 2013.

Justice Keller•s formal Investiture 
was held on May 14, 2013, in the 
Kentucky Supreme Court•s courtroom in 
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•They have been with me through my 
tenure on the Court of Appeals, and 
through the transition to this Court,Ž 
said Justice Keller. •They are not only 
two of the brightest people I•ve ever had 
the privilege to work with, but simply the 
“nest examples of public servants.Ž 

Justice Keller wished her father, 
Richard Meier, a happy 79th birthday, 
albeit one day in advance. •I•m sorry we 
couldn•t do this tomorrow,Ž she said. 
•One other thing you need to know about 
my father, he still works full-time in case 
you•re worried at all about my work 
ethic,Ž she said.

Justice Keller thanked her husband, 
Jim, and daughters Brenna and Olivia. 
•The hardest thing about being an 
elected of“cial, whether it be in the 
executive branch, the legislative branch, 
or the judiciary, is the amount of your 
time and the commitment that is 
required every day,Ž said Justice Keller. 
•It is a seven-day a week job, and those of 
us that share that privilege know what 
kind of burden and sacri“ce it asks of our 
families every single day. Thank you so 
much for providing •Team Keller• so that 
we could do this together. I could not do 
this without my family.Ž

Justice Keller also praised her 
predecessor, retired Justice Wil Schroder. 
•He•s been my friend and my mentor,Ž 
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London, Tower Bridge, Westminster 
Abbey, St. Paul•s Cathedral, the 
British Library, Bath, Dover, 
Greenwich, and Stonehenge. •We 
took a •Jack the Ripper• walking 
tour through the night fog, which 
included a discussion of the police 
investigation and forensic 
evidence,Ž said Thomas. Another 
highlight was attending a West End 
play, appropriately called The 
Magistrate.

Of course, home was never too 
far away, and the group found a 
place to watch the Cincinnati 
Bengals play the Houston Texans in 
the NFL playoffs. •The managers of 
the establishment were so kind. 
They found the game for us, and we 
watched it on a 100-inch television 
screen. We cheered our hearts out 
in a room full of very confused 
soccer-loving Brits,Ž said Thomas.

The students returned home 
after two rewarding weeks, not only 
with a better understanding of the 
differences in legal systems, but 
also a broader view of life, as 
evidenced by the students• “nal 
written reports. 

Stonehenge Scotland Yard

Tower Bridge
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and they asked some very thoughtful 
questions. They•re obviously keen to make 
the most of Chase•s educational opportu-
nities and apply them in meaningful ways 
to their careers. To demonstrate that level 
of maturity at this point is really impres-
sive to me. There•s no question in my 
mind that these students are getting the 
kind of education that will give them a leg 
up in the marketplace. 

•My goal was to present •real life• 
business transaction and advocacy 
scenarios that students would analyze 
with me, then encourage them to use 
their existing skill sets, so many of which 
are taught and learned at Chase, to arrive 
at appropriate conclusions and better yet, 
solutions,Ž he said. •They didn•t hesitate 
to participate. But more than that, their 
analysis was very impressive and they 
advocated for their positions in a really 
intelligent, well-grounded way. This 
certainly bodes well for their futures.Ž

Riley was joined at Chase by Washing-
ton colleague James W. Morhard, who 
served as a Special Guest Lecturer during 
the Distinguished Practitioner in Resi-
dence Program. •Jim is a renowned 
national authority on the legislative 
process, and has been engaged in a 
number of signi“cant business ventures in 
his long and varied career,Ž Riley said. •He 
has also lectured at institutions around 

the country, sharing his expertise on 
matters ranging from the legislative 
process to terrorism. Jim is a close friend, 
and we often get together to discuss a 
variety of issues, any number of which I 
“gure would be of interest to the students.

•I truly believe that Chase•s centers 
provide students with unique 
opportunities to distinguish themselves,Ž 
Riley said. •Often, we become trapped in 
the process of getting through something, 
and we fail to recognize how important it 
is to actually delve into it, to ferret 
through what we•re learning, and to think 
and learn about how we•re going to apply 
it in the future. These are great programs, 
and the students should take full 
advantage of them to supplement their 
traditional education. In the marketplace 
today, experiences that distinguish you 
quite often make all the difference.

•Another thing that I often speak 
about with students is the imperative to 

COLLEGE OF LAW NEWS

JAMES W. MORHARD is principal of the 
law “rm of Morhard and Associates, LLC, 
a government affairs consulting “rm. He 
has a long and varied background in 
government service, ranging from 
working as an analyst for the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Navy Comptroller in the 
Pentagon to serving as the Chief of Staff 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
He is an adjunct professor at the Naval 
Post Graduate School, a member of the 
board of Saint Francis University, and a 
member of the advisory board for the 
U.S. Institute of Peace.

active at Chase. He serves on the Dean•s 
Cabinet, is a founding partner and 
member of the board of advisors of the 
Transactional Law Practice Center and, 
in memory of his grandfather, 
established the Heman H. McGuire 
Endowed Scholarship for Chase 
students from Eastern Kentucky. 

Riley is married to the former 
Michele-Anne Ebe, and the proud father 
of three children, Mary-Catherine, 
Thomas, and Anne-Marie (deceased). 
He resides with his family in Arlington, 
Virginia.

Riley and Morhard talk about career 
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Transactional Law Practice Center 

Students Excel at 
Business Boot Camp
Fourteen NKU Chase College of Law 
students survived a week of boot camp 
- Business Boot Camp that is. Business 
Boot Camp is an intense, “ve-day 
program that helps law students and 
recently admitted attorneys learn 
important business skills necessary for 
the practice of law. Most areas of law 
require lawyers to have a working 
knowledge of business basics. While 
some law students might assume 
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Named, Rising Star in Kentucky 2013-14, 
SuperLawyers.

Selected for inclusion, The Best Lawyers 
in America 20th ed., First Amendment 
Law.

Appointed, AALS Externship Subcom-
mittee on Remote Externships.

Joined, Advisory Board of Contemporary 
Dance Theater. The Theatre is Cincin-
nati•s oldest and only arts organization 
dedicated to the preservation and 
presentation of modern dance.

Joined, Greater Cincinnati Coalition for 
the Homeless Board.

Jennifer 
Kreder

Lessons for 
Religious Liberty 
Litigation from 
Kentucky, WASH. 
& LEE J. CIVIL 
RTS. & SOC. 

JUST. (forthcoming 2013).

Restitution in the Information Age, CASE
W. RES. J.L. TECH ARTS (forthcoming 
2013).

Anticipating Prosecution of the Gardner 
Heist, 17 CANADIAN CRIM. L. REV. 47 
(2013) (with Joseph Huber).

Fighting Corruption of the Historical 
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John Valauri

Baf”ed by Inactiv-
ity: the Individual 
Mandate and the 
Commerce Power, 
10 GEO. J.L & 
PUB. POL•Y 51 
(2012).

Presenter, Originalism and the Necessary 
and Proper Clause, Loyola Constitutional 
Law Colloquium, Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law, Chicago, IL 
(November 2012).

Barbara 
Wagner

Pending Changes in 
Federal Securities 
Laws Will Permit 
Small Businesses to 
Raise Funds 
Online, LEX LOCI 

(Northern Kentucky Bar Association) 
(August 2013). 

Panelist, Alumni Relations, Stockholm 
School of Economics, Riga, Latvia (July 
2013).

Panel Moderator, Retaining Talent in the 
Region and Graduate Employability, Build-
ing Student and Alumni Networks 
Workshop, European Humanities 
University, Vilnius, Lithuania (in exile 
from Belarus) (July 2013).

Panel Moderator, Regional Alumni 
Associations, Building Student and Alum-
ni Networks Workshop, European 
Humanities University, Vilnius, Lithu-
ania (in exile from Belarus) (July 2013).

Panel Moderator, Shared Interest Groups,
Stockholm School of Economics, Riga, 
Latvia (July 2013).

Panel Moderator, Volunteer Leadership,
US Embassy program with NGO 
Representatives, Riga, Latvia (July 2013).

Panelist, Beyond the Four Corners of the 
Rules:  Professionalism and the Business 
Lawyer, ABA Business Law Section 
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A meaningful charitable gift is very often 
the result of timing; of uniting a donor•s 
desire to give something back with some 
triggering life event that either invites 
or requires the donor to allocate certain 
assets in response to that life event.  

LIFE EVENT:  
You decide to reinvest low-yielding assets for a  
secure retirement income stream.

GIFT MOTIVATION: 
€ You want to receive a “xed income annually for life
€ You have assets that you are able to give away;

Assets that work especially well include:
      -  Cash or funds earning low interest rates
       -  Appreciated securities
€ You have a large part of your portfolio in one 

company and want to diversify your investments
€ You want to reduce your current income taxes 

with an income tax charitable deduction

A GIFT STRATEGY TO CONSIDER: 

Charitable Gift Annuity
One of the easiest and most popular ways to plan a future 
gift to NKU Chase, a charitable gift annuity provides you 
with income for the rest of your life. When you make a 
gift to establish a charitable gift annuity, the NKU 
Foundation promises to pay you (or up to two people you 
name) a guaranteed lifetime income at a “xed annual rate. 
This rate, based on your age, is established at the time of 
your gift and never changes.

BENEFITS SUMMARY:
€ Receive “xed annual payments for life
€ Possibly receive tax-free income
€ Diversify some of your portfolio to produce a “xed 

income for you, backed by NKU•s assets
€ Federal, and possibly state, income tax charitable 

deduction
€ Reduce or eliminate estate taxes
€ Make a gift to NKU Chase College of Law

38 NKU CHASE  LAWYER

YOUR GUIDE TO GIVING
IN SUPPORT OF CHASE
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Dean’s Circle Theater Party features 
Legally Blonde, the Musical

Chase alumni and friends gathered 
on March 2, 2013 for the Dean•s 
Circle Theatre Party.  Members of 
the Dean•s Circle and Chase•s 
leadership boards attended a 
reception on campus followed by the 
NKU Theatre Department•s 
performance of Legally Blonde, the 
Musical in the NKU Corbett Theatre.  
Last year, the group attended the 
Theatre Department•s performance 
of To Kill a Mockingbird. Donors of 
$1,000 or more annually enjoy 
periodic Dean•s Circle recognition 
events.  Other past activities include 
an evening at Elk Creek Winery and a 
special welcome reception for new 
NKU president Geoffrey Mearns.  
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PROFILES IN GIVING

Timothy E. Eble •81 gave $25,000 
to NKU Chase after recent campus 
visits.  Although he placed no 
restrictions on his contribution, he 
was motivated to help support the 
renovation and expansion of the 
student lounge area in Nunn Hall.  
Eble•s practice, which is based in 
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, 
includes mass torts, product liability, 
complex and class action litigation.
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2012-2013 Honor Roll of Donors

CHASE LIFETIME GIFTS

W. JACK GROSSE SOCIETY
$1,000,000 & ABOVE
Chase College Foundation 
W. Bruce Lunsford
Thomas J. Smart �™

FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 
SOCIETY
$500,000 TO $999,999
Dan Meyer

HARRY T. KLEIN SOCIETY
$100,000 TO $499,999
Nicholas �™ and Mildred Bauer �™
CompEd, Inc. 
Hubert A. Day �™
Richard D. Lawrence 
Mac and Michele-Anne Riley 
Toyota Motor Engineering & 
Manufacturing North 
America, Inc.

Frederick M. Warren, Jr. �™

ARTHUR J. SCHUH SOCIETY
$50,000 TO $99,999
Ashland, Inc.
Blanche Wiley Shafer Fund
Leonard and Kimberly 
Brashear 

Duke Energy 
Frost Brown Todd, LLC 
Ambrose �™ and Betty 
Lindhorst �™

Lillian Ochiltree �™
The Procter & Gamble 
Company 

Richard and Catherine 
Rothfuss 

Alice S. Sparks
United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of  
Kentucky Bench and Bar Fund

$25,000 TO $49,999
Mark G. Arnzen 
August A. Rendigs, Jr. 
Foundation

Baird & Baird P.S.C.
Susan J. Dlott and Stanley M. 
Chesley

Gary and Marlene Cohen
Debra K. Crane 
Joseph H. Goldcamp III
Glenn M. Hammond
Patricia L. Herbold 
Paul E. Jones 
Kentucky Bar Foundation, Inc.
Edward and Dorothy Lampe
LexisNexis
Ann G. Schoen
Daniel and Muriel Stratton 
David C. Stratton 
Lois J. Stratton
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Thomson

$10,000 TO $24,999
Henry D. Acciani
AK Steel Foundation 
American Board of Trial 
Advocates, Kentucky Chapter

Barbara and Wayne Beimesch 
Bingham Greenebaum Doll, LLP
William R. Brereton
Busald, Funk, Zevely, P.S.C.
Curtis B. Cassner
Cincinnati Bar Association 
Auxiliary

John D. Cole, Sr.
Robert H. Compton
Charles G. Coulson, Jr. �™
David E. Crawford, Jr.
Samuel and Linda Davies
Candice DeClark Peace
Larry and Martha Deener
Burgess L. Doan
Jeanne D. Dodd
Robert K. Duncan
Timothy E. Eble
Frank A. Fletcher
Anthony W. Frohlich
James C. Frooman
Sam & Ethel Garber 
Foundation

Matthew & Jillian Garretson 
Family Foundation

John J. Garvey III
H. Drewry Gores
Winston R. Grif“n
Jack and Norma Grosse
Alan and Janet Hartman
Jakki L. Haussler
William H. Hawkins
Lambert Hehl and Pattie Hehl

Donald M. Hemmer 
William E. Hesch
Mr. and Mrs. William Ho”er
Carol B. Honabach 
Dennis R. Honabach
William H. Hopple, Jr. �™
Thomas J. Hurley
Mr. and Mrs. William B. 
Jeffrey, Jr. �™

Johnson Charitable Gift Fund 
Ernest Karam �™
Michelle M. Keller
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William H. Hawkins
Donald M. Hemmer
Patricia L. Herbold 
William E. Hesch
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Ann T. Kereiakes
Jim and Mary Kersteiner
KeyBank
Kenneth H. Kinder II
Patricia M. King
Jennifer Kinsley
Katherine A. Knaak
Molly M. Knight
Harold G. Korbee
James and Joan Kruer
Carl and Marian LaMantia
Edward C. Lanter
Lynn A. Lape
Erika L. Lehman
George O. Lopez
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John J. Mulvey
Charles W. Murphy
Kimberly D. Murray
Michelle M. Nader
Clifford J. Noggler
Donald E. Oda II
Stephanie Ogg
John M. Paselsky
Deborah T. Peeler 
Robert W. Peeler
Jody Petersen
Anne Powers
Marianne Pressman
Amy M. Pugh
Jane D. Purdon
D. Arthur Rabourn
G. Ernie Ramos, Jr.
Dennis A. Repenning
Ryan K. Rice
Stephen L. Richey
Robert and Carole Rinear
John G. Rosmarin
Carson A. Rothfuss
Mary E. Rust
Stacey A. Sackenheim
Steven and Arrianna Sacks
Santen & Hughes
Jeffrey R. Schaefer
Richard J. Schneider
Robert L. Schneider
William H. Schoettelkotte
James R. Schrand II
John A. Schuh
Thomas G. Scott, Jr.
Owen Serey
Janalee Shaw
Mary M. Sherman
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Martin H. Wolf
Gerald Yung
Carl W. Zugelter
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CLASS OF 1992
Barbara B. Beimesch
Katrina Z. Farley
Sheryl E. Heeter
Ruth E. Homan
William L. Keene
Patricia M. King
Mathew R. Klein, Jr.
Robert G. Miller, Jr.
Marianne Pressman
Jeffrey R. Schaefer
Gregory L. Sizemore
Timothy S. Stevens

Chase gave me an 
outstanding legal 
education at a truly 
affordable price . . .  Just 
as Chase prepared me for 
a legal career, I want to 
help prepare future 
generations of NKU Chase 
lawyers.  
„ David Crawford •93

CLASS OF 1993
Mary S. Cassidy
David E. Crawford, Jr.
Steven M. Crawford
Winston R. Grif“n
Molly M. Knight
Stephen L. Richey

CLASS 1994
David D. Black
Michael W. Bouldin
Kerry G. Clark
James P. Dady
Stacey A. Fedasz
Donald R. Freese
Thomas E. Frooman
M. Denise Kuprionis
Bernard L. McKay
Wesley V. Milliken
John J. Mulvey
Michelle M. Nader
Anthony D. Sabatelli
Ann G. Schoen

CLASS OF 1995
Edward D. Bender
Johnny O•Neal Bolton
Troy A. Borne
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Class notes
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Brittney F. Fritz has 
joined The Law 
Practice of Dennison 
Keller, LLC as an 
associate.  The “rm 
specializes in elder law, 

including medicaid planning, probate, 





Is this a good time?

Most meaningful major gifts are the result of a convergence of 
motivation and timing.  If you have entertained thoughts of 
making a signi“cant gift to NKU Chase College of Law at some 
point during your life, this might be a good time to examine the 
elements that often create a favorable giving opportunity.  

Triggering life events, whether planned or imposed upon us, 
necessitate consideration of asset liquidation, which often 
triggers taxable events.  A thoughtfully crafted gift plan, 
coordinated prior to such a triggering event and liquidation of an 
asset, can bene“t both NKU Chase and the donor. Such life 
events invite thoughtful planning for asset allocation.  Effective 
charitable gift planning can help minimize exposure to taxes and 
afford you the opportunity to make the gift of a lifetime.


