
NORTHERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
WIND SYMPHONY

Nikk Pilato, Conductor

Thursday, October 3, 2024 // 7 p.m.
Greaves Concert Hall

 

RECORDING VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO OF THIS CONCERT
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED



PROGRAM

Albanian Dance ....................................................................Shelley Hanson
(2005)                                                                                                                (b. 1951)

Ye Banks and Braes O’ Bonnie Doon......................Percy Aldridge Grainger
(1936)                                                                                                       (1882 - 1961)

Folk Dances.....................................................................Dmitri Shostakovich
(1942/1979)                                                                                           (1906 - 1975)

transcribed by H. Robert Reynolds

Cajun Folk Songs, Part II ..........................................................  Frank Ticheli
(1997)                                                                                                                (b. 1958)

Variations on a Korean Folk Song ..............................



Folk Dances (5:00)
Composed in 1943 as the “Dance of Youth” from My Beloved Country, Op. 63, Folk 
Dances reflects Shostakovich’s light-hearted style, brimming with joy and energy. While 
reminiscent of Russian folk tunes, the work is entirely original, blending lively melodies 
with the spirit of traditional dances. Originally arranged for Russian bands by Mark 
Vakhutinskii in 1970 and later adapted for American wind bands by H. Robert Reynolds, 
Folk Dances evokes a strong Russian sentiment akin to how Holst and Jacob express British 
identity in their compositions.

Cajun Folk Songs, Part Two (12:00)
A two-movement work by Frank Ticheli, Cajun Folk Songs celebrates the vibrant culture of 
the Cajun people, descendants of the Acadians. The first movement, Ballad, is a melancholy 
piece, rich in starkly beautiful textures and harmonies. It transitions into Country Dance, 
a lively, brash hoe-down that evokes the energy of a Cajun two-step. While inspired by 
traditional Cajun melodies, Ticheli skillfully blends folk elements with original music, 
continuing his tribute to the people of old Cajun culture.

Variations on a Korean Folk Song (7:30)
Variations on a Korean Folk Song is based on Arirang, a traditional Korean melody of love 
and heartbreak that dates back centuries. John Barnes Chance discovered the tune while 
serving with the U.S. Army in Seoul in 1958-59. Fascinated by its complexity, he used it as 
the theme for this 1965 work, developing it through five contrasting variations. The piece 
incorporates pentatonic scales and Eastern influences, alongside vibrant percussion, and 
remains a staple of the concert band repertoire.
 

Program notes compiled from information found on the

Wind Repertory Project website (www.windrep.org)
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